Scalp lesions in Turner syndrome: a result of lymphoedema?
Lymphoedema and skin naevi are common in children with Turner syndrome (TS). Lymphoedema in the early stages of fetal life is thought to cause several of the phenotypic characteristics in patients with TS such as nuchal folds and pterygium colli. We present two patients with TS who have unusual lesions on the scalp. The first patient had an oval circumscribed lesion. Two biopsies were obtained from the lesion. Increased numbers of collagen fibres were seen in the reticular dermis suggesting the diagnosis of connective tissue naevus. The second patient presented with an area with skin folds on the scalp, similar to cutis verticis gyrata. Although unusual in TS, both lesions could be considered as resolving stages of lymphoedema. We suggest that karyotyping should be performed in cases of female infants presenting with similar lesions.